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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

CUSTOMS (DUTY-FREE SHOPPING) AMENDMENT BILL, 2018 

NO.   OF 2018 

 

An Act to amend the Customs Duty Free Shopping Act, Cap. 127 and other incidental 

and related matters. 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Antigua and Barbuda as follows: 

1. Short title  

This Act may be cited as the Customs (Duty-Free Shopping) Amendment Act, 2018. 

2. Interpretation 

In this Act- 

“principal Act” means the Customs (Duty-Free Shopping) Act, Cap. 127; 

3. Amendment of section 2 of the principal Act-Definition of ‘duty free shopping 

system;  

The principal Act is amended in section 2 by the repeal of the definition of the words 

“duty free shopping system” and the substitution therefor of the following - 

“Duty-Free Shopping System” means the system permitted by this Act for the sale of 

approved goods and consumables for export by a purchaser departing from Antigua 

and Barbuda, for import by a purchaser arriving from a place outside Antigua and 

Barbuda free of customs and excise duty, retail sales tax, consumption tax, stamp 

duty and any other tax imposed under any law in force in Antigua and Barbuda.” 

Amendment of section 17-Sale of approved goods and consumables 

Section 17 of the principal Act is repealed and the following substituted- 

“17 The sale of any approved goods or consumables in a duty-free shop shall be subject 

to the following conditions, that is to say- 
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(a) consumables shall be sold only to, a purchaser departing from Antigua and 

Barbuda or arriving from a place outside Antigua and Barbuda; 

(b) subject to any prescribed requirements in respect of packaging or otherwise, 

approved goods or approved consumables may be delivered to the 

purchaser departing from Antigua and Barbuda, at the place and time of 

departure, or to the purchaser arriving from a place outside Antigua and 

Barbuda at the place and time of arrival; and  

(c) consumables shall not be delivered to the purchaser until and unless 

satisfactory proof is furnished to the vendor that the purchaser is, at or about 

the time of delivery of the consumables, departing from Antigua and 

Barbuda or arriving from a place outside ,Antigua and Barbuda.” 

 

 

 

 

Passed the House of Representatives   

this the              day of                      2018. 

 

Passed the Senate  

this       day of                                     2018 

  

  

Speaker  President 

  

  

  

Clerk to the House of Representatives Clerk to the Senate 
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM  

 

The purpose of this Bill is to amend the Customs (Duty-Free Shopping) Act Cap. 127 to 

enable arriving passengers to purchase approved goods and consumables at licensed 

duty-free shops at designated Air and Sea ports in Antigua and Barbuda. 

The current status of the licensed duty free shops is to sell approved goods for export 

only.  Purchasers arriving from places outside Antigua and Barbuda are not permitted to 

purchase approved goods and consumables on arrival.  An implementation of policy 

change of the duty-free shopping system would require an amendment to the existing 

duty-free shopping legislation.  Two provisions of the existing law require amendments 

to give effect to the =policy namely, the definition of “duty-free shopping system” in 

section 2 he conditions applicable to the sale of approved goods and consumables.  The 

Bill proposes a new definition of a duty-free shopping system to accommodate the sale of 

approved goods and consumables to purchasers arriving from places outside Antigua and 

Barbuda.   

Duty-free shopping system is currently defined to mean “the system permitted by this Act 

for the sale of goods for export free of customs or excise duty or of retail sales tax, 

consumption tax, stamp duty, or any other tax or duty”.  It is proposed to amend the 

definition in section 2 to read as follows: “duty-free shopping system” means the system 

permitted by this Act for the sale of approved goods and consumables at licensed duty 

free shops to purchasers departing from designated ports in Antigua and Barbuda or 

arriving at designated ports from places outside Antigua and Barbuda.” 

The Bill also proposes to amend section 17 of the principal Act to apply the manner of 

delivery of approved goods and consumables to purchasers, whether visitors or local 

residents, uniformly.  The current law provides that delivery to visitors of goods 

purchased at licensed duty free shops should be at the time of purchase of such goods. 

However, in the case of local residents, delivery must be only be made at the place and 

time of departure.  It is proposed to repeal section 17 and replace it with a new provision 

which would apply a uniform of delivery of such approved goods and consumables y to 

visitors and local residents alike.   
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………………………………………….. 

Hon. Gaston Browne 

Minister responsible for 

Customs 


